
Fentanyl 
in schools

California state officials 
take actions to battle the fen-
tanyl-overdose epidemic by sup-
plying colleges and universities 
with Naloxone. Last year, the 
United States suffered more fen-
tanyl-related deaths than gun 
and auto-related deaths com-
bined according to the DEA. 

Melanie Ramos, 15, of 
Bernstein High School, and 
Cade Kitchen 17, of El Camino 
high school, are the latest  
school-aged victims of fentanyl, 
a powerful opioid which is fifty 
times more powerful than hero-
in. Gov. Gavin Newsome signed 
the Campus Opioid Safety Act 
in late August, which requires 
Narcan, the name brand for nal-
oxone, a medicine that rapidly 
reverses an opioid overdose, to 
be stocked in campus health clin-
ics at every public college and 
state university in California. 
Although the bill went into 
effect at the end of August, it is 
not clear when Valley College 
will receive its first shipment of 
the drug. According to Valley  
Student Health Education 
Coordinator Evelyn Pichardo, 
the logistics will be decided  
by the LACCD board of trust-
ees in their Nov. 2 meeting.

“We certainly want to make 
sure that we have Naloxone 
on hand at the college in case 
there is an opioid overdose,” 
said Barry Gibbons, president of 
Valley college. “We would want 
to ensure that that’s in place, 
irrespective of any funding or 
requirements from the state. 
It’s just the right thing to do.”

In the meantime, as LAPD 
officers have been given the 
drug and trained to adminis-
ter it, in the event of an over-
dose on campus they should be 
the first ones to be contacted. 

The bill was introduced 
by State Senator Melissa 
Hurtado and also requires 
colleges and universities to 
provide educational materi-
als on preventing overdoses 
during student orientation.

The drug has many street 
names including ChinaTown 
and Poison. According to the 
National Safety Council, fentan-
yl accounted for 53,480 deaths 
in 2020, increasing 95 percent 
over 2019. The latest data from 
CDC indicates that more than 
107,000 Americans died from a 
drug overdose in the 12-months 
ending in January 2022, with 
71,450 involving synthetic opi-
oids similar in chemical struc-
ture to fentanyl but not routine-
ly detected because specialized 
toxicology testing is required.

A similar measure was 
adopted and executed by the 
LAUSD Superintendent Alberto 
Carvalho in September to pro-
vide all K-12 schools within the 
district with naloxone. Both pro-
grams have been made possi-
ble with the cooperation of the 
County Department of Public 
Health at no cost to schools 
and universities through a 
program called The Naloxone 
Distribution Project (NDP).

“Too many families are 
losing loved ones to the dis-
ease of opioid addiction,” Said 
Senator Hurtado.” We must 
take real action now to pre-
vent these deaths and save 
lives. The Campus Opioid 
Safety Act will do just that.”
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the monarchs fell to the huskies in 
their most recent home game.

the second oldest business in van 
nuys writes its final chapter.

Assemblyperson Lisa Cal-
deron published an open letter 
calling for a public audit of the 
LACCD’s construction man-
agement practices amid ongo-
ing litigation between Pinner 
Construction and the district.

The representative’s letter 
comes in the wake of a racketeer-
ing allegation against the LACCD 
in which the third party contrac-
tor claims district representatives 
overseeing the construction of 
Valley College’s Valley Academic 
and Cultural Center “maliciously 
conspired to delay the project.” 
Pinner filed the complaint after 
being awarded $3.2 million in 
damages by an independent ar-
bitrator who found the district 
at fault for severe delays to the 
construction of the 83 foot walls 
running from the basement to 
roof of the main stage theater. 

“One of the consultants in-
sisted on using pieces of reinforc-
ing steel more than three times 
taller than the industry standard 
and much higher than what con-
tractors said were necessary un-
der the design,” says the state-
ment from Calderon’s office. 
“The consultants insisted on the 
unusual design despite warnings 
from the contractor (Pinner con-
struction) that it would delay the 
project for about 13 months and 
increase costs by $16 million.”

According to multiple gen-
eral contractors unaffiliated with 
the litigation in addition to the 
arbiter’s findings, vertical splic-
ing, or the joining of reinforcing 
steel, on tall wall construction 
is common practice in the in-
dustry. Over five years ago, a 
construction change directive, 
that would have allowed Pinner 
to build the walls per standard 
practice, was pending Depart-
ment of State Architect approval. 

VACC delayed by ongoing dispute

A representative’s open letter 
chronicles the delays to Valley 
College’s long awaited center.

ISAAC DEKTOR
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DELAYED- Construction workers outside the Valley Academic and Cultural Center on Valley College’s campus reinstall Trespa paneling on Tuesday. 

LACCD campuses welcome the community to vote in the Nov. 8 midterm election. 

Valley’s cafeteria will serve 
as a voting center once again, 
following its run as a busy lo-
cation in the county during 
the 2020 presidential election.

According to the LA County 
Registrar recorder’s office, Val-

ley is one of the most popular 
voting centers in the county. The 
cafeteria will be converted into 
a hub for democracy, with poll 
booths replacing dining tables. 
Students, staff and community 
members can cast their votes 
in-person from Nov. 1 to Nov. 8. 

For those who prefer mail-in 
ballots, they can be dropped off 
at the voting box right outside 
Parking Lot G on Burbank Bou-

levard, just south of the baseball 
field. The box will remain open 
until Nov. 8 at 8 p.m. Those 
mailing in their ballot must 
have it postmarked (with pre-
paid postage) by Election Day. 

At the last LACCD regular 
board of trustees meeting, all 
members approved the partner-
ship with the Los Angeles Coun-
ty Registrar-Recorder/County 
Clerk to utilize voting centers 
across all colleges within the 
882 square miles of the district. 

In a 2021 report from Insti-
tute for Democracy and Higher 
Education, college student vot-
er turnout reached 66 percent, 
which came close to the national 
voting rate of all American voters 
at 67 percent. Younger students, 
aged 18-21, voted in higher num-
bers than their older peers — 
which defied previous notions 
of youth political engagement. 

“Having the vote center on 
campus will hopefully make it eas-
ier for students to engage in the 

democratic process,” said Valley 
President Barry Gribbons. “It’s re-
ally important that students learn 
early on that their voice matters.”

Nationally, registered vot-
ers will decide on the next sen-
ator; either democrat incumbent 
Alex Padilla, or republican Mark 
P. Meuser. Statewide, Califor-
nians will vote on seven state 
measures. The measures range 
from abortion rights, to pub-
lic shool art funding, to certain 
tobacco product prohibitions. 

Locally, Angelenos will get to 
engage in highly contested rac-
es. LA residents will vote on the 
next mayor, between democrat 
congress member Karen Bass or 
democrat (formerly republican) 
businessman Rick Caruso. The 
recent Los Angeles City Council 
scandal in which former Presi-
dent Nury Martinez made rac-
ist, homophobic and anti-Black 
remarks has ignited community 
members to protest their local 
government. Angelenos will have 

a chance to vote for political lead-
ers that align with their values. 

There are six LA County 
specific measures, which range 
from housing to taxing retail 
cannabis sales. Measure LA, 
the LACCD’s bond, is also up 
for election. A 55 percent “yes” 
vote is needed for most local 
measures to pass. A “yes” vote 
on Measure LA will allot $5.3 
billion to the district, which can 
cost taxpayers between $88 to 
$157 annually for 25 years. Per 
the bond description, the money 
could go towards repairing and 
or upgrading local community 
colleges and preparing students 
for jobs or university transfer.

Four LACCD trustee seats 
are up for election on the ballot as 
well. Registered voters will vote 
on seats two, four, six and seven. 

Valley’s voting center will 
open in the cafeteria on Nov. 1. 
For more information on where 
and how to vote, registered vot-
ers can visit www.lavote.gov.

Valley popular place for voters

CASSANDRA NAVA
MANAGING EDITOR
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VOTE- This ballot box sits on the sidewalk by parking lot G.

bluePrints- Two construction workers pour over construction plans in the Valley 
Academic and Cultural Center at Valley College on Oct. 17.

See ‘Center’ on page 6.

These features and more can be 
found in full @
www.thevalleystarnews.com
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Valley unveils land monument
Valley erected a monument in Monarch Square honoring the indigenous population.

Valley celebrated the in-
auguration of a Land Acknowl-
edgement monument commem-
orating Indigenous people last 
Monday, by partnering with the 
Tataviam Band of Mission Indi-
ans in Monarch Square in hon-
or of Indigenous People’s Day.

Professors, students and 
representatives from Indigenous 
tribes led the acknowledgment 
with songs and speeches, rec-
ognizing the genocide that hap-
pened on native land in Califor-
nia. Staff members and students 
were invited to learn more about 
the erasure of California Indi-
an people throughout the state. 

“Our foundation is starting 
a fund and this will mark poten-
tial scholarship, internship and 
shadowing programs for our 

Indigenous students,” said Dr. 
Alex Ojeda of student services. 
“We are not here to only talk 
about the horrendous things 
that have happened to the Indig-
enous population in the last 500 

years. We hope this celebration 
will bring us all together and 
help us realize that we have more 
similarities than differences.”

Land Back is an Indigenous 
People’s movement seeking 

to gain political sovereignty in 
territories that were previously 
seized through the genocide of 
hundreds of thousands of Indig-
enous people in North America 
and Canada. Land Back includes 

not just the transfer of territories, 

but the preservation of Indige-
nous foods, rights and traditions.

“It’s important to have 
plaques and acknowledgments, 
but I think it’s more important 
to create intentional ways to give 
back to the people of the land, 
specifically like in Land Back,” 
said Cheyenne Phoenix, an or-
ganizer with Protect the Sacred. 
“We need to build that connec-
tion with the Tataviam people 
to remember how they used to 
live and how they live now in 
the contemporary post-colonial 
society that we live in. Their 
voices are not talked about in 
history books and there are so 
many important ways that they 
contribute to how we live today.”

Indigenous People’s day 
started as a counter-celebra-
tion to Columbus Day in 1992 
in Berkley. The first celebration 

was meant to coincide with the 

500th anniversary of Colum-
bus’s arrival to the Americas, 
known as the Columbus Quin-
centenary. Since its inception, 
the holiday has slowly picked up 
steam and was acknowledged 
by President Joe Biden in 2021.  

“We see the installation 
of the monument, the land ac-
knowledgement monument, as 
a beginning to our work, not 
just the culmination of the past 
years efforts,” said Valley Pres-
ident Barry Gribbons. “We’re 
looking forward to working with 
the Fernandeno Tataviam Band 
of Mission Indians in further 
programming to help promote 
cultural awareness and support 
for our local Indigenous folks.”

ASHER MILES
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MONUMENT- All the main speakers and presenters with the new land acknowledgement plaque.

Valley star | allyson rocas 
SHAKERS- Three individuals perform a song called Boe at Valley.
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RESIGNED- Councilwomen Nury Martinez resigned after leaked recordings exposed racist comments.

Nury Martinez and colleagues were caught exchanging anti-black sentiments during a 2021 meeting.
Leaked audio exposes anti-black councilmembers 

Councilwoman Nury Mar-
tinez resigned last Wednesday 
after 500 protestors marched in 
front of City Hall Tuesday chant-
ing “get them out,” demanding 
the resignation of the council-
woman and her colleagues after 
they were caught on tape over the 
weekend making racist remarks.

Audio recordings were post-
ed on social media site Reddit on 
Oct. 9 of Martinez and two fellow 
Latino council members making 
the derogatory remarks. The 
tapes reveal Martinez called fel-
low council member Mike Bonin’s 
adopted Black child “a little mon-
key” who needs a “beatdown.” 
Council members Kevin De León 
and Gil Cadillo were also heard 
comparing Bonin’s treatment of 
his 2-year-old to how Martinez 
carries her Louis Vuitton bag.

“Bonin must think he’s  
f***** Black… They’re raising 
him like a little white kid. This 
kid needs a beat down, like let 
me take him out around the 
corner and I’ll bring him back,” 
Martinez said, chuckling after 
detailing how she would “tame” 

Bonin’s son after alleged misbe-
havior during a Martin Luther 
King parade. “El trae su negrito, 
like on the side,” Martinez said 
when De Leon brought up the 
similarities to the Black child and 
Martinez’s Louis Vuitton bag.

In the wake of the published 

remarks reported by the Los 
Angeles Times on Oct. 9, Marti-
nez stepped down from her role 
as president, but remained on 
the board. As of last Wednes-
day, she has officially resigned. 

After a groundswell calling 
for her resignation and a mes-

sage from the White House ex-
pressing that President Joe Biden 
“believes they all should resign,” 
Martinez committed to a leave 
of absence Tuesday morning.

Martinez’s communica-
tions team, director Sophie 
Gilchrist and deputy Arianna 

Miskin, failed to respond to 
emails from The Valley Star 
about the leaked recordings..

As anti-blackness persists 
in the halls of the political coun-
cils in Los Angeles, organiz-
ers, activists and protesters 
alike have demonstrated their 
fury with government officials.

“This is not the first instance 
of anti-blackness, particular-
ly from Martinez,” said Jason 
Reedy, an organizer with the 
People’s City Council who was a 
part of the almost 70-person pro-
test last Sunday night in front of 
Martinez’s Sun Valley residence. 
“There is a long list of anti-black-
ness that has been perpetuated 
from the city council such as the 
increase to the LAPD budget 
over the past decade-plus. This 
is not a singular incident. It is a 
part of a greater problem that 
people are beginning to see.”

Protests grew in front of 
city hall with mariachi bands 
banging drums and activists 
vehemently chanting “let us 
in,” after the stalling of the 
10 a.m. City Hall meeting.

“I felt outraged, disappoint-
ment, and extreme anger,” said 
president of the Weingart Foun-
dation at the protest. “It erodes 
the trust that people have in polit-
ical leadership and it discourages 
people from aspiring to political 
leadership. I’m hopeful for racial 
solidarity and I’m praying we 
can recover and heal from this.”

“There is a long 
list of anti-black-

ness that has 
been perpetuat-
ed from the city 
council such as 
the increase to 

the LAPD budget 
over the past de-

cade-plus.”
- Jason Reedy, 

organizer for People’s 
City Council

ASHER MILES 
STAFF WRITER

“We see the in-
stallation of the 
monument as a 

beginning to our 
work, not just the 
culmination of the 
past years efforts.”

- Barry Gribbons, 
Valley College president
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Enrolled in both City College 
and UCLA, the Los Angeles 
Community College District 
student trustee Kenneth-Alan 
Callahan wants to make sure 
people hear his community.  

Students throughout the dis-
trict elected Callahan as trustee 
in last semester’s student gov-
ernment election. He chairs the 
Student Affairs Committee, in 
which student government pres-
idents across the district meet 
to discuss issues surrounding 
their colleges. As part of his 
role, he attends district meet-
ings and speaks on behalf of 
the students. Although he 
has a vote on the board, it is 
strictly an advisory vote. 

Callahan did not run for the 
job for recognition — he hopes to 
hone his leadership skills while 
serving as a student advocate.

“I’m not really concerned 
about having the position,” said 
the trustee. “I really don’t care 
about power; I care about results.” 

Callahan works around his 
expectations of the role, pursu-
ing issues on and around cam-
puses throughout the district. 
He is currently working with the 
district’s sheriff’s departments 
on issues of crime and safety. 

The third year psychology 
student floats around colleges 
throughout the district, but 
calls City College his home. At 
the time, the pandemic halted 
most forms of in-person student 
engagement, but Callahan made 
it a point to find a community. 
He joined the UMOJA program 

to converse with like-mind-
ed people with shared goals. 

“He is incredibly ambi-
tious,” said City College Umoja 
counselor Blaine K. Simmons. 
“He did anything he could to 
help his community out.”

Callahan worked close-
ly with the program as a vol-
unteer, organizer and general 
resource for others. Aside from 
attending and helping with var-
ious workshops and retreats, 
he spent his free time helping 
fellow Umoja students. The 
20-year-old tutored his peers 
in statistics and psychology. 

In his early days of joining 
the Umoja program, Callahan 
formed a club with friends to 
interview elders of the local 
Black community. Although 
short-lived, his club, The Black 
House, helped him connect with 
the shared history of Black peo-
ple in and around Los Angeles.

Not only does the Bruin 
show passion for his position, 
he is fulfilling his ultimate 
goal of helping guide peo-
ple’s voices to the right place. 

Civic engagement is 
Callahan’s purpose, and he 

understands his help is most 
needed in the organization 
aspect. He hopes to work in 
the realm of activism, utilizing 
his go-getter attitude to coordi-
nate social justice movements 
as a man behind the scenes. 

“Being in the realm of advo-
cacy and civic engagement, there 
is a lot of energy and potential 
within people to get things done 
— but there’s a lot of disorga-
nization,” said Callahan. “But if 
you have a means of organizing 
and creating a plan, then peo-
ple can channel that energy into 
something. I want to help people 
channel their passion into some-
thing that is meaningful, rather 
than pushing it out and being 
mad that there’s no real results 
in all of the anger and uprising.” 

 

Kenneth-Alan Callahan builds his community 
The trustee’s voice on the board is a valuable asset for students across the district.
CASSANDRA NAVA
MANAGING EDITOR
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leaDer - Kenneth-Alan Callahan is a third year psychology major 
at City College who is also enrolled in the Univeristy of California Los 
Angeles and is the student trustee for the LACCD Board of Trustees.

Down a small side street in 
a quiet part of Van Nuys, the 
second oldest business in the 
city stands –– Bargain Books. 
But the shop won’t stand forev-
er, as the owners prepare for 
the anticipated closure of the 
community cherished store. 

Since 1958, over 75,000 new, 
used and collectible books have 
been calling the archaic store 
home. The store is family run and 
always has been, according to 
Bill Wirt, the store’s owner. Bill 
has owned the store since 1975, 
when he and his sister took the 
reins from their parents and took 
the initiative to buy the place. At 
its prime, about 15 years ago, the 
store stocked 200,000 books. As 
of January 2020, the store has 
not taken in any more books in 
efforts to reduce their inventory.

“We are a family here,” said 
Kamilla Kurmanbekova, a cus-
tomer since 2020 who began 
video documenting the time-
line of the closure. “There is 
historical value in this build-
ing and it is heartbreaking to 
see them close — there are 
many people that are emotion-

ally invested (in the store).”
The antiquarian store is 

set to close in eight months. 
According to Bill, after all the 
books are gone, the store will 
close. The 64-year old store is 
trying to minimize their collec-
tion with every effort, by halt-

ing intake and marking their 
prices down to 50 percent off 
all books. After the half priced 
books haven’t sold and have 
been in the system for a while, 
they are marked down to one 
dollar. If they are still not sold, 
they are donated  to Discover 

Books, an organization who 
re-sells them in a new market.

After six decades in busi-
ness, Bill and his family had the 
idea to close before the pandemic 
due to competition and the over-
whelming workload it takes to 
run a bookshop. When COVID 

hit, they were unable to host a liq-
uidation sale to rummage their 
inventory of thousands of texts.

Bill started listing books 
online with Amazon in the late 
90’s, when Amazon started 
as an online bookstore. Now, 
the same place he started out 

online selling has become 
one of his top competitors. 

“It’s a lot of work to run and 
manage a bookstore,” said Bill 
about the foreseeable closure of 
his store. “We just can’t compete 
with Amazon who lists a book 
for $5 when we have it for 40.” 

The news of the closure has 
sparked a community initiative, 
where new and long-time cus-
tomers visit often to support by 
purchasing books and offering a 
helping hand where it is needed.

The old fashioned store hasn’t 
changed much over the decades, 
it still sits under two apartments 
that haven’t been occupied by 
anyone since Bill moved out 
during college. Now, the space is 
home to books that line the walls 
and are stacked to the ceiling. 

“Going to book events 
and meeting old time book-
keepers, listening to stories 
from customers — this place 
has been a lot of fun,” Bill said. 

Van Nuys bookstore writes its final chapter 
After being open for over six decades, the business is set to close in the coming future.
AVA ROSATE 
STAFF WRITER 

the FactS

Bargin Books is 
closing when all 
book are sold. 

aVa rosate | Valley star   
barGain - Bill Wirt of Bargain Books has owned the shop for 45 years, when his parents handed the business down to Bill and his sister.

 “I’m not really con-
cerned about having 
the position. I really 

don’t care about 
power, I care about 

results. ”

- Kenneth-Alan Calla-
han, LACCD student 

trustee

Valley College President 
Barry Gribbons and Pride+ 
President Jamie Roisman raised 
the LGBTQIA pride flag last 
Tuesday, while a crowd of stu-
dents, faculty and administra-
tors gathered at the flagpole. 

The event was said to be 
historic by The San Fernando 
Valley LGBT Center, Valley 
and the Rainbow Pride Center. 
Gribbons spoke during the 
event, acknowledging the impor-
tance of the flag being raised. 
Rainbow Pride members passed 
out mini LGBTQIA flags, which 
feature the original rainbow 
and the transgender flag and 
stickers to students and faculty 
during the event. Umoja Black 
Scholars came out in support 
of the flag-raising, as well as 
a few players from Valley’s 
Women’s Basketball Team. 

“The truth is that no matter 
what the result of coming out is, it 
can be a scary experience to ini-
tiate as we are so often burdened 
with the knowledge of past queer 
trauma and pain,” said Pride+ 
President Jamie Roisman, after 
sharing his experience com-
ing out and being a part of the 
LGBTQIA community. “You all 
are so important to this cause, 
journey and community and I 
am happy to have you here.”

The San Fernando Valley 
LGBT Center joined in the fes-
tivities with a pinwheel, where 
event attendees could receive a 
free bag, notebook or pin. The 
center is the first LGBTQIA cen-
ter in the Valley, being run by 
CEO Raymond Gomez Garcia 
and director Renato Lira. Valley’s 
Pride+ and The Rainbow Pride 
Center are collaborating with 
the SFV LGBT Center in the 
future with a literacy workshop.

“It is really important to 
the community, especially in 

the San Fernando Valley,” said 
Lira. “It’s the first time they’re 
going to raise the flag for com-
ing out day. It’s really important 

for us to show that we are pres-
ent and we’re here to support.” 

Natalie Guerrero, the 
Rainbow Pride Center’s coun-

selor coordinator, led the event 
and told her coming out story as 
well. After the event, students 
and faculty could join Pride+ in 

their celebration in the Student 
Services Plaza. The counselor 
thanked Valley for being sup-
portive during her first four 
months working on campus. 

“I came out to myself when 
I was 13, I came out to my mom 
when I was 18,” said Guerrero, 
as she told her coming out 
story to the public.  “During 
that time I was going through 
a lot of stress. But I didn’t want 
to cry, so I wrote her a letter 
just to make sure I said every-
thing I wanted to say. My mom 
responded with a letter as well.” 

National Coming Out 
Day takes place on October 
11. It marks the anniversa-
ry of the 1987 National March 
on Washington for Lesbian 
and Gay Rights anniversary. 

“Today we are raising 
the flag for the first time,” 
said Guerrero. “It’s a historic 
event here at Valley College 
and this is just the beginning.” 

Pride+ raises LGBTQIA pride flag at roundabout 
Valley College’s Pride + club made history on campus, as the LGBTQIA pride flag swayed in the wind.
NATALIE METCALF
VALLEY LIFE EDITOR 
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rainboW - Pride+ President Jamie Roisman shares his coming out story in front of students and faculty 
before raising the LGBTQIA Pride flag with President Barry Gribbons for the first time on Valley’s Campus.

These features and more can be 
found in full @www.thevalley-
starnews.com

Follow up-to-date campus news 
and events on Twitter  
@ValleyStarNews
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Reform combined courses at Valley
Education quality degrades for students trapped in the combined course cycle. 

Out of the 22 programs 
Valley College offers, 14 of them 
are taught  in a combined course 
setting — classes that simul-
taneously cater to introductory 
and advanced students. Students 
who are subjected to learning 
in a watered down combined 
course setting can become eas-
ily unsatisfied and disadvan-
taged due to the unbalanced 
teaching methods that come 
with the format of the class. 

“Some classes are 
offered in a co-enrolled way,” 
said Valley President Barry 
Gribbons.“Where multiple class-
es are offered in the same space 
at the same time. That some-
times is used when individual-
ly, there is not enough demand 
for the classes . We often see 
that in art classes, but it could 
be in other disciplines too.”

Art students aren’t the only 
ones who are suffering.  Subjects 
that require hands-on learning 
such as math, nursing and for-
eign language are three of the 
programs that offer concurrent 
courses. If students are not prop-
erly educated in classes that 
traditionally require more time, 
they may be under qualified to 
enter their field, or the students 
will go into their chosen field 
lacking the tools they need to 
properly execute their career. 

Due to low enrollment, the 
school has had to implement 

combined courses in major 
subjects such as photography, 
communications and sports 
classes. Students should not 
have to sacrifice their education 
and time because of low turn-
out. Although the college decid-
ed to merge classes due to low 
enrollment the problem could 
be solved by instead offering.

The school should offer 
one online option, either to the 
advanced or beginner class, that 
would divide the two classes 
and create an environment more 
conducive to learning. Online 
classes should be offered as 
options for all of the courses 
that are in a combined setting. 
Even if the courses are not face 
to face, students can receive the 
full time contractually agreed to 
them, in-turn greatly benefiting 
the quality of their education. 

Because the teachers of 
combined courses are left jug-
gling between two distinct class-
es, less individual attention is 
provided to students.  By divid-
ing class time in half, teach-
ers are left rushing through 
subjects or leaving out import-
ant concepts to cater to each 
group’s curricular needs. The 
quality of education is degraded 
when an instructor is unable to 
teach a course for the full time 
the students had signed up for.  

Lower courses have the 
upper hand when competing for 
class time due to higher enroll-
ment numbers. Because of this 
dynamic, advanced students 
are wasting time listening to 
lectures that they have already 

gone through and introduc-
tory students are left feeling 
confused listening to lectures 
that they are not prepared for.

Students will not  know if they 
are signing up for a combined 
course unless they diligently 
research their courses in the 
catalog. It is deceitful not to tell 

students immediately and clear-
ly that they are registering for a 
concurrent course. Considering 
the class time students have reg-
istered for will be cut in half.

Implementing online class-
es that cater to students who 
do not learn well in a concur-
rent class setting and making 

it clearly known to students 
that they are registering for a 
concurrent course would be a 
step in the right direction for 
Valley. Valley should take the ini-
tiative to make learning acces-
sible to students of all levels.
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Letters to the editor
can be submitted online at 
www.thevalleystarnews.com. 
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300 words and may be edited 
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contact information must be 
supplied in order for letters to 

be printed. 
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BANNED- Brandon Elias, first year media arts major poses for 
a photo reading “Roe v. Wade: The Abortion Rights Controversy 
in American History.” This is one of many books that has been 
banned across the country including, “The Hate U Give” by 
Angie Thomas and the “Harry Potter” series by J.K. Rowling.  

Griffin o’rourke | Valley star  
COURSE- Photography Professor Kelly Battle teaches a combined night class in the Administration 
and Career Advancement building. Battle divides her attention between both courses and the 12 
students in the Photography 10 class and the six students in the Portfolio Development 150 class. 

VALLEY VIEW | hoW haVe combineD courses affecteD your learninG exPeriences?

“I would imagine combined courses to be 
counter-intuitive. It doesn’t seem like it’s 
actually benefiting the students. Especially 
if you’re taking a course that you’re not 
really familiar with.”

-isabella eDmiston, enGlish maJor

“The combined courses aren’t the issue, it’s 
the workload. I’m learning more than I have 
compared to high school. But the workload 
is still hectic, maybe tone it down a bit.”

-norik bayanDorian, PsycholoGy maJor

“I think that it’s definitely an individual thing. 
Some people learn better in small groups 
and some people learn fine in big groups. I 
haven’t found much of a difference as long 
as the professor is accessible.”

-sarah GlicafelD, unDeclareD

TexT by NaTalie MeTcalf 
                              PhoTos by JereMy ruiz

America needs to stop banning books

School districts in the United 
States banned more than 1,600 
race-related and LGBTQ books 
in one year with the number 
steadily increasing. As if there 
were not enough challenges 
within the country, parents think 
removing books that address 
racism will protect children.

Across the nation, groups of 
white conservatives demanded 
that books be locked up or taken 
off of shelves entirely. Between 
July 2021 and June 2022, books 
were banned 2,352 times in pub-
lic schools across the country. 
Of the banned books, 41 per-
cent include LGBTQ themes, 
a whopping 40 percent include 
people of color, and 21 percent 
issue race and racism. For 
many outspoken parents, books 
like “Gender Queer” by Maia 
Kobabe and “The Hate U Give” 
by Angie Thomas are titles that 
can potentially damage children 
due to sexually explicit images, 
profanity and anti-police mes-
sages. In a country as diverse as 
the U.S., young adults should be 
exposed to books that explore 
American culture from all per-
spectives and walks of life.

“Challenges to books, spe-
cifically books by non white male 
authors are happening at the 
highest rates we’ve ever seen,” 

Jonathan Friedman, director of 
PEN America’s Free Expression 
Program, said in a news release.

There are several reasons 
why books may be banned from 
schools and libraries. Last year, 
dozens of Republican state 
lawmakers introduced bills 
that would ban content they 
deemed offensive in schools. 

The American Library 
Association keeps a record of 
popular books that have been 
banned. The Harry Potter series 
was on the top 10 most frequent-
ly banned books list in 2019.

When J.K. Rowling intro-
duced readers to the shy orphan 
boy destined to become the 
wizard who saves the world; 
many parents and teachers 
did not want this book in their 
schools or libraries. The series 
made the list of the top 100 
most challenged books of the 
decade from 1990-99 for rea-
sons including the glorification 
of witchcraft, tones of death and 
the increasing dark tone in the 
later books. The main reasons 
for banning — glorification of 
witchcraft — came directly out 
of religious fundamentalism. 

While blacklisting certain 
titles has been a historical prec-
edent in religion, the practice 
is now spilling over to political 
ideologies. This led to a book 
banning boom, especially for 
the LGBTQ literature graph-
ic novels and sexually explic-
it books, which have become 

more popular in recent years. 
It is obvious that children 

should not read books like 
this at a young age, but an 
age limit can be put in place 
for books that contain violent 
content or offensive language. 

It is infuriating for stu-
dents because school is the 
very place where they should 
be engaged in these critical 
thinking challenges, and law-
makers are actively making sure 
these opportunities are stripped.

Reading is supposed to help 
expand ideas and thoughts, not 
coincide with confirmation bias. 
Books are meant to inspire and 
create a space for debate, but 
too many people would rather 
censor the freedom of thought.

The sad reality of this is that 
censorship and book banning 
will definitely work because it 
will further isolate people from 
one another, and entrench 
into ideological dogmas.

Banning books about Black and LGBTQ people is harming children.

KEVIN KHACHATRYAN
STAFF WRITER

“I don’t think it would be a good idea to 
have two courses in one classroom. I think 
it would be too complicated. It’s a waste 
of time in my case. It’s going to be longer 
than it should be.”

-Daniela moreno, business aDminisrtation 
maJor

The views expressed on this 
page are solely those of the 
writer and do not reflect 

those of the Valley Star or 
those of Los Angeles Valley 

College.

EDITORS NOTE



With Valley College suffer-
ing a host of injuries and several 
miscues from its quarterbacks, 
the home team proved no match 
for visiting Antelope Valley 
College, losing its first confer-
ence contest  Saturday 47-8.

The Monarch’s record 
dropped to 1-5 on the sea-
son and 0-1 in the American 
Pacific League. Head coach 
Lester Towns said that his 
offense did not live up to 
expectations, and the defense 
struggled to stay in the game. 

“Offensively it wasn’t the 
oiled-machine that you see at 
practice,” Towns said.. “We 
only have five [offensive] line-
man on the offensive line, 
and we have no D lineman to 
sub in for the players who are 
playing in the entire game.”

By halftime, the Pioneers 
had the Monarchs down 33-2. 
All of the damage was done on 
the ground with sophomore run-
ning back Que Allen scoring 
twice on runs of 5 and 8 yards. 
Allen’s teammate and quarter-
back Daryus Warren added to 
the scoring with a 2-yard run,  
increasing the visitor’s lead to 
26-2. Antelope Valley added 
more points with its fourth 

rushing touchdown before the 
end of the half when freshman 
running back Jackson Marshall 
punched in a 15-yard touchdown.

Late in the second quarter, 
Valley tried to shake things up 
and benched quarterback Dylan 
Foli for freshman signal caller 
Andy Chavez. Chavez fumbled 
the ball with under five minutes 
left which gave the opposing 
team the ball back. The sec-
ond turnover came early in the 
third quarter when Christopher 
Early picked off Chavez to 
give the visitors the ball back.  

The Monarch’s lone score 
in the opening half came from 
the defensive side of the ball. On 
a second and 8, the Monarchs 
defense sacked quarterback 
Daruys Warren at the 6:22 mark 
to put two points on the board.  

Pioneer running back added 
his third rushing touchdown of 
the game in the third quarter. 
The back touched the ball on 
nine-straight plays, collecting 22 
yards and capping off his last run 
with a 4-yard score. This pushed 
the visiting team’s lead to 40-2. 

Teammate Jackson Marshall 
padded to the Pioneers lead 
by scoring his second touch-
down of the game. Running 20 
yards in 12 plays, he capped 
off the final rushing touch-
down of the game for Antelope 
Valley, making the score 47-8.

The Monarchs only touch-

down of the game came thanks 
to sophomore safety Gannon 
Ginnis, who intercepted a pass 
on a fourth and 3 at Antelopes’s 
34-yard line. A personal foul 
against the Pioneers put Valley 
on the Antelope’s 11 yard line. 
Foli, who came back in the game 
and replaced Chavez in the 
third quarter, threw an 11-yard 
touchdown pass to freshman 
receiver Matthew at the 11-min-
ute  mark in the fourth quarter. 
Valley missed on the 2-point try.. 

Valley’s offense strug-
gled most of the game with its 
quarterbacks throwing four 
interceptions and the offense 
only collecting 159 yards..

“It’s just frustrating for me 
right now, “ said Towns. “We 
have the talent to do what we 
need to do, it just always starts 
with the quarterbacks. I always 
tell the quarterbacks before the 
game, if they’re not on point 
then we suffer as an offense.

Valley will travel to 
Santa Barbara on Saturday 
for a 1 p.m. contest against 
the first place Vaqueros.

Seven turnovers too much for Monarchs 
Interceptions, fumbles and other mistakes left Valley hopeless for the entire game.

The Valley College Monarchs 
faced the Pierce College 
Brahmas in a 10-inning contest 
Tuesday, and due to defensive 
and pitching mistakes fell 11-8. 

In their fourth match up this 
fall, Valley struggled to keep 
the bats consistent with men-
tal mistakes on the defense. 
With the final score of 11-8, in 
favor of the Brahmas, Valley 
found more offensive power 
— yet it was not enough. 

Valley’s pitching struggled 
as they allowed big and con-
sistent hits. The freshmen on 
the team have been struggling 
these past few contests as they 
are attempting to find their 
new approaches to batters and 
gain a new arsenal of pitches. 

“We did a lot of good things 
and we saw a lot of things that we 
need to get better at,” said head 
coach Dave Malles following the 
game. He added that the team 

needs more consistent pitching 
staff, more consistent offense, 
and the ability of his defense 
to make the routine plays. 

Each team started the game 
with their pitchers making 
quick work in the first inning. 
During the bottom of the sec-
ond, the scoring began as the 
Monarchs put up two runs.  

Pierce responded to Valley 
by scoring a run in the top of 
the third, cutting the Monarch’s 
lead to 2-1. Valley plated three 
more runs in the bottom of the 
third to push their lead to 5-1.

The Brahmas grabbed the 
momentum in the fourth inning 
when Pierce hit a three-run 
bomb over the left field fence 
off of sophomore pitcher Andy 
Rodriguez. This trimmed the lead 
to 5-4, and then the Monarchs 
responded in the bottom of the 
inning with a run making 6-4.

The Brahmas contin-
ued to pour on runs by scor-
ing five in the fifth with a 
string of  multiple base hits.

“Who would’ve known they 
would hit eight straight hits 

during that inning,” said Mallas. 
Incoming freshman Wesley 

Mollinedo has been able to step 
up to the challenge as he pitched 
two innings. He held the Brahmas 
to one run over two innings. 

“We had six freshman throw 
towards the back end,” Mallas 
said. “That’s who struggled and 
some did well, but that’s gonna 
happen when you have freshman.”

For both squads, they man-
aged to put one run a piece 
in both the seventh and eighth 
inning, making the score to 11-7. 

Going into the tenth, the 
Monarchs did not allow the 
Brahmas to score another run 
and managed to score a run them-
selves, losing the game 11-8. 

Val ley wil l host 
Oxnard College at 2 p.m.

NICHOLAS OROZCO
SPORTS EDITOR

SIDELINE- Monarchs (L-R) Christian Mills, Daniel Mauricio, Joseph Paynter stand on the sideline watching 
their teammates struggle against the Antelope Valley Pioneers. The Monarchs lost 47-8.
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Brahmas sink Monarchs with five-run inning 
Valley College and coach Dave Mallas use the fall season to test new arms with little to no success thus far.

KEVIN KHACHATRYAN
STAFF WRITER

Griffin o’rourke | Valley star

THROWDOWN- On a throwdown to second base, Jack Coscolluela recieves the ball from the catcher 
looking to tag the runner out who was eventually called safe. The Monarchs lost 11-8 to Brahmas. 

cOnference
(0-1)

OVerall
(1-5)

Women’s Soccer blasts Glendale College 8-0 
After a disappointing opening to the season, Womens Soccer flips the script, dominates the Vaqueros. 

After the most successful 
offensive performance of the sea-
son, Valley College women’s soc-
cer  team obliterated Glendale 8-0. 

The Monarchs (5-8-2 ) looked 
like a top-tier team Tuesday 
afternoon and took advantage of 
the Vaqueros’ poor ball handling 
and lack of offensive pressure. 
From the starting whistle, Valley 
controlled the ball and took 21 
shots on goal in the first half 
while Glendale struggled to find 
a shot. Within 30 minutes of the 
first half, the home team led 3-0.

“It’s a nice change to be up 
by this much,” said Monarch 
associate head coach Melissa 
Fernandez. “I’m glad my girls 
are taking chances on the goal.”

Goals by Karen Hernandez, 
Katherine Lopez, Angie Diaz, 
and Melanie Velasquez gave 
the Monarchs a 5-0 lead  at 
the end of the first half.  

“Don’t be complacent,” said 
Monarch associate head Coach 
Greg Venger to his team at half-

time. “We have to continue to be 
up tempo and move the ball. It’s 
great to be up by five, but there’s 
still work that we need to do.”  

At the start of the second 
half, Valley continued with the 
same sense of urgency and 
aggressiveness. The Vaqueros 
lacked hustle and energy which 
led the Monarchs to move the ball 
up field with ease. Valley put up 
14 shots in the second half while 
Glendale failed to take a shot. 

“I was glad we had some 
new goal scorers today,” said 
Monarch assistant coach Stacey 
Rodwell. “Our Captain Emily 
Arzeta had an ACL tear last 
year and was out for the sea-
son. We moved her from the 
back to the midfield and she 
got her first goal of the season.” 

Valley College’s Melanie 
Velasquez recorded three goals, 
Karen Hernandez scored twice 
and assisted on three other 
goals, and Emily Arzeta put 
up one goal with one assist.

 The Monarchs exploited 
the Vaqueros’ inaccurate passes 
and often won contested balls.

 “There’s a lot of positives 
that we can take away from 

today’s game,” coach Rodwell 
said. “Our communication was 
great. We rotated perfectly, and 
we had great one-touch passes 
which we haven’t seen consis-
tently for 90 minutes. I think 
that just fuels confidence.”

Valley will host College of 
the Canyons Friday at 6 p.m. 
The Monarchs plan to even 
the score against the Cougars.

nicholas orozco | Valley star

DRIBBLE- Joana Serrano takes the ball into Vaqueros half of 
the field looking to continue the offensive action.

SEAN SCULLY
STAFF WRITER 
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“There’s a lot of 
positives that we 

can take away from 
today’s game. Our 

communication 
was great. We ro-

tated perfectly, and 
we had great one-

touch passes which 
we haven’t seen 

consistently for 90 
minutes. I think 

that just fuels con-
fidence.”

- Assistant Coach 
Stacey Rodwell

 
 Oct. 21 @ Canyons
 
 Oct. 25 vs. Antelope Valley

 
 Oct. 28 vs. Citrus
 
 Nov. 1 @ Santa Monica

 

 Nov. 4 vs. West LA

 
 Alumni Game

November 19
11 am

next GameS



Gallery Valley Star OctOber 20, 20226

 According to the lawsuit, the problem ossified in 2017 when the depart-
ment returned the change directive to the district because it was incomplete 
and district representatives failed to resubmit it. 
 However, complications to the state-of-the-art complex predate Pinner 
breaking ground. The original architect of record, a company called Ehrlich, 
opted out of the project after the district would not agree to pay an additional 
fee according to a district spokesperson. This created a situation in which third 
party contractors placed their bids and created baseline schedules without hav-
ing adequate resources to do so. 
 Pinner determined the project would take 851 days with costs not to ex-
ceed roughly $78.5 million, but would not be held liable to delays arising out of 
errors and omissions to design. The independent arbitrator found that district 
representatives erroneously interpreted design drawings and, as a result, held it 
primarily responsible.
 Simon Rees, the original structural engineer of record, offered testimo-
ny that supported Pinner’s claim. 
 “I have not seen anything that would prohibit the introduction of splic-
ing in the enforcement approved through the appropriate process,” testified 
Rees.
 The hamstrung and highly anticipated art complex boasts two theaters, 
a screening room, classrooms and offices — all cutting edge facilities. The proj-
ect is highly anticipated, as theater students and the media arts program are left 
without their own facilities, awaiting the center to open its doors. But the delays 
may not be over yet. 
 Pinner has multiple pending claims for damages amounting to roughly 
$26 million in addition to its accusation of racketeering by district representa-
tives. Contractors are currently reinstalling exterior paneling around the back 
facing side of the building as directed by the district. While the district has not 
offered sufficient reasoning for the reinstallation, as the paneling was put in 
place per the manufacturer’s specifications, the third party contractor estimates 
the decision to further delay the project by 200 days.

Despite 
4 years 
of delays, 
art cen-
ter slow-
ly makes 
progress

“I have not seen anything 
that would prohibit the 
introduction of splicing 
in the enforcement ap-
proved through the ap-
propriate process.”

- Simon Rees, original struc-
tual engineer of record

Photos by Griffin O’Rourke | Valley Star
The walls of the Main Stage Theatre directly behind the workers were built with one inch rebar, stretching 83 feet from the basement floor to the roof of the building. The wood paneling was originally planned to be made of reclaimed wood from the 
trees that were cut down in the clearing of the construction area; however, the wood did not meet fire grade standards and so the paneling was sourced from somewhere else. The 430-seat theatre features energy-saving air conditioning.

The Valley Academic and Cultural Center stands on the north side of Valley College, near the corner of Ful-
ton and Oxnard. The building has been under construction since 2016 and has faced multiple delays. 

Construction workers lay down carpet for the first floor of seating in the Main Stage Theater, one of Valley’s 
future theaters.

The “grid iron” area of scaffolding and cables support lighting rigs over 
the Main Stage Theater. The system of pulleys stretch to the floor of the 
stage and use 32 pound weights to raise and lower the rig of lights. 

(From page 1)
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