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Professional athletes 
are increasingly gain-
ing the ability to say 
for who and where they 
want to play.

A shift 
in the 
balance 
of power

Lakers and Clippers: the 
NBA’s most intense rivalry

As more pro athletes are 
able to dictate where, and who 
they want to play with, the sport 
is beginning to see a shift in the 
balance of power between own-
ership and its players.

This past summer, there 
were two instances were players 
used their power and control to 
get what they wanted. The first 
being Anthony Davis, formerly 
of the New Orleans Pelicans. Af-
ter rumors of his trade request 
became public Davis was quick 
to let everyone know that these 
were not rumors but in fact true, 
even going as far as telling own-
ership that he will not sign an 
extension next offseason and 
would like to be traded as soon 
as possible.

“Don’t know how long I’m 
gonna play this game,” said Da-
vis. “People’s careers are short. I 
feel like it’s my time to move on.”

To prove how much control 
he had over the situation he told 
ownership that he would “prefer” 
to be traded to only a handful of 
teams that Davis himself would 
approve. The following off-sea-
son Davis would see his request 
fulfilled and receive a trade to 
one of his desired teams, the Los 
Angeles Lakers. Davis is current-
ly in talks with the Lakers on a 
possible long term contract, and 
the team is one of the favorites to 
win the NBA championship.

This particular off-season 
didn’t just have the Davis Saga 
to deal with it there was also the 
Khawi Leonard/ Paul George 
situation. After single handedly 
leading the Raptors to their first 
championship in franchise his-
tory, over the powerhouse War-
riors, Leonard would become 
one of the most sought after 
free agents. His asking price and 
desire to play with another big 
time NBA superstar complicated 
things for many teams who had 
him on their signing list.

There were three teams in 
the running for this finals MVP; 
the Lakers, a historic franchise 
with two big time stars and the 
Raptors who were starless but 
however with Leonard were able 
to bring the city of Toronto its 
first NBA title. Last but not least 
the Clippers who had no big 
stars but a large bank account. 
Ultimately it came down to the 
Lakers, and Clippers with Leon-
ard telling the Clippers if they 
get George he will sign with the 
team. After hearing this less than 
24 hours later George was a clip-
per and within 36 hours of that 
news, word got out that Leonard 
had told other teams of his inten-
tions to sign with the Clippers.

“We actually had a list of 
guys, which was a mistake, but 
we got lucky. We shouldn’t have 
had a list, because then he got 
to choose who he wanted to play 
with,” said Clippers Head Coach 
Doc Rivers according to msn.
com. “We just showed him guys 
that we thought would match 
him and when he saw Paul 
George’s name he said, ‘I want to 
play with him.”

This much like Davis, and 
Brown was another example of 
a player telling the ownership 
what to do in order to meet his 
needs. When free agency and 
trades first became available for 
pro sports it was clear who was 
dictating which player would join 
their team and it was their way 
or the highway, and that ball was 
firmly in the court of the owners. 
With these recent payer out-
bursts one can only wonder has 
the ball shifted in the hands of 
the players, and was this a one-
time thing, or was it a sign of 
things to come, we will just have 
to wait and see. 

Illustration I Solomon Smith 
RIVALRY- The new acquistions of the Clippers and Lakers will pit the Los Angeles teams against each other for an NBA title run. 

Valley College’s athletic pro-
grams are looking to make this 
season the year of the Monarch 
while bringing back some hard-
ware to the campus.

Kicking things off for Valley 
will be the Lady Monarch’s soc-
cer team who are looking to build 
off their first playoff appearance 
in two years. Head Coach Greg 
Venger will be returning at the 
helm and will be in the second 
year of transitioning back from 
the softball diamond to the soc-
cer field.

“With a smaller roster, we 
want to stay healthy and find 
ways to win games, and make 
the playoffs again,” said Venger 
when asked about some of the 
goals he hopes to reach by the 
end of the season.

On a 16 women roster, there 
will be only six returnees from 
last year’s playoff roster, mak-
ing for a young team. The squad 
should see the benefits of a favor-
able schedule as they will play 
five of six consecutive games at 
home, where they finished with 
an 8-4 last season. 

Some key matchups to watch 
for are the two matches against 
C.O.C. as these two teams did not 

face each other last season, and 
the two games against Antelope 
Valley College, a team the Mon-
archs defeated 1-0 early last sea-
son. The Lady Monarch’s season 
is already off and running and sit 
at a 1-2 record but look to turn 
things around at home.

“Stay healthy and buy into 
the system,” said Venger when 
talking about what it will take to 
reach the playoffs and make a 
deep run.

The winningest sports pro-
gram in the college’s history is 
the men’s water polo team, which 
will look to dethrone Golden 
West as the number one team in 
California. Head coach Jim Mc-
Millan has a plan to do just that.

“Our first goal is to get bet-
ter, work hard, and play the best 
we can,” said McMillan.

Last year’s team finished 
second in state and was ranked 
team in California. This year’s 
team will consist of seven soph-
omore players who are looking 

to add a seventh Western State 
Conference championship to the 
program. Two key matchups to 
watch come at the beginning and 
end of the season in the form of 
a tournament hosted by Golden 
West in early September and one 
in late October.

“We would like to make it 
to the conference game, and it’s 
going to take all 18 players and 
two coaches to do their job to get 
there,” said McMillan.

The Monarchs Football pro-
gram will go through yet again an-
other change at the head coach-
ing position as Lester Towns III 
will look to steer this team in the 
right direction and return it to its 
winning ways. Last years team 
finished with a 7-3 record and 
went 5-1 in conference play; how-
ever, they finished as the number 
two scoring offense in California 
a bright spot on what was an un-
derwhelming season.

Towns, a former NFL line-
backer, brings experience and a 

Super Bowl ring — which he got 
in 2003 playing for the Carolina 
Panthers — to campus. After an 
explosive offensive team last sea-
son, this year’s fans can expect 
improvement on the defensive 
side of the ball. The 2019 roster 
will consist of 28 freshmen which 
may prove beneficial to a new 
head coach which is looking to 
implement a new system and re-
establish itself as a powerhouse 
football program.

Last but not least, the Lady 
Monarchs water polo team, 
which will be returning more 
than half of its players, will look to 
improve on its 16-10 record from 
last season. This year’s team will 
be battle tested come playoff time 
as they will be competing in five 
tournaments this season. After 
being bounced out early from 
last season’s playoffs, head coach 
Pete Loporchio will look to return 
the team to its winning ways and 
2019 might just be the year that 
he does it.

Special to the Star | Dale Beck
SOCCER- Lady Monarchs are working towards their first playoff appearance in two years (file photo). 

With the spring athletics in the rearview mirror, Valley’s fall sports looks to have a great season ahead.

LA franchises latch onto the league’s most desirable free agents and set themselves on a collision course.

Much has been said of the 
two Los Angeles NBA teams and 
the off-season free agent acquisi-
tions that turned their fortunes 
around and transformed them-
selves into championship con-
tenders.

The Lakers and Clippers 
now have superstar duos that 
any team would give their eye 
teeth to build around, along with 
solid all-star caliber players that 
add potent fuel to their competi-
tive fires.

The Clippers picked up a 
terrific tandem in NBA Finals 
MVP Kawhi Leonard and peren-
nial all-star Paul George who 
should perfectly compliment an 
overachieving group of athletes 
that managed to hold on to the 
final playoff spot before being 
dutifully dispensed in the first 
round. The Clippers’ prospects 

at the beginning of last season 
were so dim that their inglorious 
playoff exit was actually consid-
ered an admirable achievement 
considering the unknown and 
unproven cast of Clipper char-
acters on the court at any given 
time.

Acquiring two of the most 
highly coveted free agents in 
Leonard and George was a wish 
come true for Clippers fans and 
one of the best possible off sea-
son outcomes for the Clippers 
front office. And the preseason 
prospect this year vaults this 
squad from barely making the 
playoffs last time to conference 
championship contenders next 
time. But giving up some of their 
most promising and productive 
players over the past season and 
off season has left the Clippers 
with the sensational scoring 
machine Lou Williams as the 
only proven player coming off 
the bench.

The Lakers have seemingly 

turned their fortunes around in 
dramatic fashion. After picking 
up no less than LeBron James 
last season and then suffering 
through one of the most dis-
appointing campaigns in recent 
memory, the Purple and Gold 
came roaring out of the summer 
gate as championship contend-
ers with power forward Anthony 
Davis, the only player who could 
compare with the likes of free 
agents Kawhi Leonard and 
Kevin Durant. Davis and James 
are a dynamic duo of epic pro-
portions as well as two of the 
most versatile athletes in the 
NBA.

The Lakers also managed 
to hold on to Kyle Kuzma, one 
of the franchise’s most surpris-
ing, gifted and celebrated young 
players. They have two veteran 
3-point shooters in Jared Dudley 
and Danny Green, a couple of 
veteran point guards in Avery 
Bradley and Rajon Rondo in addi-
tion to returning centers JaVale 

McGee and Dwight Howard. Mr. 
Howard didn’t exactly build a 
devoted L.A. fan base the last 
time he was here, but he is a 
formidable defensive force in the 
paint who can distribute the ball 
and score if needed. Most impor-
tantly, Howard is the center that 
Davis reportedly wanted and 
therefore is worth his weight 
in gold if he simply fulfills the 
duties of a journeyman big man.

The trash talking and brag-
ging rights have already begun 
from Lakers and Clippers fans. 
But keep in mind that, win or 
lose, Los Angeles will have the 
most exciting and hotly contest-
ed cross-town rivalry in sports 
and arguably the top rivalry in 
the NBA this season. NBA fans 
in L.A. can count their bless-
ings and celebrate the fact that 
they will see some sensational 
basketball and some epic sports 
battles from the Lakers and 
Clippers at Staples Center and 
on TV this year.

JERRY OUGH
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Monarchs look ready to roll in Fall 2019

“We would like 
to make it to the 
conference game, 
and it’s going to 

take all 18 players 
and two coaches 
to do their job to 

get there.”
- Jim McMillan
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The climate walk-out in downtown 
Los Angeles was headlined by people 

from all over the state. Most notably 
present were Native peoples.

Native Americans have led the 
charge for environmental and climate 

rights for years. At the walk-out, guest 
speakers , Native groups and one of the 

only Native peoples’ schools in that state 
all gave their support. The climate was a 
week-long event from Septmeber 20-27, 

which included the U.N. climate summit 
held in New York. 

Text and photos by 
Solomon Smith, Photo Editor

The L.A. Climate 
March in Photos

RIGHT- 
Protesters 
write mes-

sages about 
climate change  
to their leaders 
on a giant ban-

ner.
BELOW- Prof. 

Leddy sup-
ports the fight 

against climate 
change.

ABOVE- The new next generation of students makes thier voices known in the climate walk-out.

BELOW- Two teen send a message to the president and vice president.

ABOVE- A young Native 
student performs a ritual 

at the protest.

RIGHT- Pictures of 
women who serve as 

leaders in the community 
are presented to inspire  

passersby.
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BELOW- Two teen send a message to the president and vice president.


